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m Sunday, March 1, 2026

Lesson 1 - “"Key Events in Jesus Life (PartI)”

From Baptism to Resurrection
Scripture: Matthew 3:13-17 KJV Devotional Reading: Romans6:3-4

Matthew 3:13-17 KJV

13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto
John, to be baptized of him. 14 But John forbad him,
saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and
comest thou to me? 15 And Jesus answering said
unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh
us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.
16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens
were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:
17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

Devotional Reading

Romans 6:3-4 KJV

3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized
into Jesus Christ were baptized into his
death?4 Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life.

Lesson Focus: JESUS’ BAPTISM - Living the
Teachings of Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-
11; Luke 3:21-23)

Lesson Aims
By the end of this lesson, participants will:
¢ Understand the significance of Jesus’
baptism and what it reveals about His
mission.
¢ Recognize the meaning of Christian baptism
as identification with Christ.
e Apply the call to live as people who have
publicly committed to follow Jesus.

Lesson Overview

Baptism is one of the most recognizable Christian
practices, yet many believers struggle to articulate
its meaning. Some see it as a ritual, others as a

symbol, and still others as a spiritual milestone. In
today’s lesson, we explore Jesus’ own baptism and
what it teaches us about obedience, identity, and
public commitment to God.

John the Baptist’s ministry prepared Israel for the
coming Messiah through a baptism of repentance.
Jesus’ baptism marked the beginning of His public
ministry. Though sinless, He submitted to John’s
baptism to identify with sinners and fulfill all
righteousness. This act foreshadowed His death,
burial, and resurrection and affirmed His role as the
sin-bearer for humanity (2 Corinthians 5:21).

At Jesus’ baptism, the Trinity was revealed: the Son
baptized, the Spirit descending like a dove, and the
Father declaring His pleasure.
Jesus, though sinless, submitted to baptism to:

e Affirm John’s ministry

o Identify with humanity

e Model obedience

o Publicly begin His earthly mission
The moment is deeply Trinitarian: trinity

e The Son is baptized

e The Spirit descends

e The Father speaks
This marks the inauguration of Jesus’ public
ministry and sets the pattern for His followers.

Lesson Key Points
1. Jesus Comes to Be Baptized (Matthew 3:13-14)
John is shocked that Jesus wants to be baptized. He
recognizes Jesus’ holiness and feels unworthy. But
Jesus insists — not because He needs repentance,
but because He is fulfilling God’s plan.
Practical insight: Obedience sometimes
means doing things that don’t “look
necessary” to others. Jesus models humility
and submission.

2. “To Fulfill All Righteousness” (Matthew 3:15)
Jesus’ baptism:
e Affirms God’s will



¢ Aligns Him with humanity

e Demonstrates His commitment to the
Father’s mission

Practical insight: Baptism is not just a ceremony

— it is a declaration that we are aligning our

lives with God’s purposes.

3. Heaven Responds (Matthew 3:16-17)
Three powerful signs occur:
e The heavens open — God is revealing
something new.
e The Spirit descends like a dove —
empowerment and affirmation.
o The Father speaks — divine approval and
identity.
Practical insight: Baptism is a moment of
identity. God claims us as His own, and we
publicly claim Him as Lord.

4. What Baptism Means for Believers Today
Baptism symbolizes:

Cleansing (Acts 22:16)

Union with Christ (Romans 6:3-4)

New identity (Galatians 3:27)

e Public witness (Matthew 10:32)

Practical insight: Baptism is not the end of the
journey — it is the beginning of a life lived in
obedience and transformation.

Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think Jesus insisted on being
baptized even though He had no sin?

2. What does baptism symbolize for you
personally?

3. How does baptism serve as a public
declaration of faith?

4. In what ways can we “live out” our baptism
daily?

5. What obstacles keep people from taking the
step of baptism today?

Weekly Practice

Choose one of Jesus’ teachings and intentionally
practice it each day this week as a reminder of your
baptismal commitment. Examples: forgiveness,
generosity, prayer, reconciliation, humility.

Write down what you notice as you practice it.

Reflection Question for the Week

How would my daily choices change if | lived every
day as someone who has publicly committed to
follow Jesus?

Closing Prayer (Spoken Together)
Lord, thank You for the example of Jesus’ baptism
and for calling us into new life with Him. Help us to
walk in obedience, to live out our faith boldly, and
to remember the identity You have given us as Your
beloved children. Strengthen us through Your Spirit
to honor You in all we do. Amen.

To be continued
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ﬂs Sunday, March 8, 2026

Lesson 2 - “"Key Events In Jesus’ Life (Part I1)”
Sermon On the Mount

Scripture: Matthew 5:21-26 KJV

Matthew 5:21-26 KJV 3. Identify practical ways to live out kingdom
values daily.
21 Ye have heard that it was said of them of old 4. Commit to applying at least one teaching of
time, Thou shalt not kill: and whosoever shall Jesus this week.
kill shall be in danger of the judgment:
22 But | say unto you, That whosoever is angry Ponder This
with his brother without a cause shall be in Jesus did not say, “Hear these words and admire
danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall them.”
say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of He said, “Hear these words and do them.”
the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, The Sermon on the Mount invites us to examine
shall be in danger of hell fire. not just what we believe—but how we live.
23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar,
and there rememberest that thy brother hath Lesson Overview
ought against thee; The Sermon on the Mount is Jesus’ longest
24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go recorded teaching. Delivered early in His ministry,
thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and it describes the values and lifestyle of God’s
then come and offer thy gift. kingdom. Jesus addresses both outward actions and
25 Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles inward attitudes. His words call believers to live
thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the differently—reflecting humility, mercy,
adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the righteousness, and love. Jesus was not merely
judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be giving rules but shaping hearts. He reveals what
cast into prison. life looks like when God truly reigns in a person’s
26 Verily | say unto thee, Thou shalt by no life.
means come out thence, till thou hast paid the Many people admire Jesus’ teachings but struggle
uttermost farthing. to practice them. The Sermon on the Mount is not
meant to be inspirational only—it is
Devotional Reading transformational. Jesus describes the character of
those who belong to His kingdom and gives
“...what does the Lord require of you? To act guidance for everyday living: how we treat others,
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with how we pray, how we give, how we respond to
your God.” (Micah 6:8) conflict, and how we trust God.
This lesson focuses on practical application. What

would happen if we truly lived this sermon daily?
Lesson Focus: SERMON ON THE MOUNT —

Living the Teachings of Jesus Key Points
1. Kingdom Character (Matthew 5:1-12)
Lesson Aims The Beatitudes describe the attitudes God blesses:
By the end of this lesson, participants will: humility, mercy, purity, peacemaking, and hunger
1. Understand the key teachings of Jesus in for righteousness.
the Sermon on the Mount. Application:
2. Recognize how these teachings challenge e Practice humility rather than pride.

worldly values.



e Show mercy even when others don’t
deserve it.
e Seek righteousness over recognition.

2. Kingdom Influence (Matthew 5:13-16)
Believers are called to be salt and light—
preserving goodness and shining truth.
Application:
e Let your actions reflect Christ at work,
home, and church.
o Look for opportunities to encourage, help,
and serve.

3. Heart Righteousness (Matthew 5:21-48)
Jesus moves beyond outward behavior to inward
motives. Anger, lust, and revenge are addressed at
the heart level.

Application:

e Reconcile quickly when conflict arises.

e Guard your thoughts and attitudes.

e Choose forgiveness over retaliation.

4. Practicing Faith (Matthew 6:1-18)
Jesus teaches about giving, praying, and fasting
with sincerity. Faith is not for show but for
relationship with God.
Application:
e Pray daily using the Lord’s Prayer as a
guide.
e Give quietly and generously.
o Seek God’s approval rather than people’s
praise.

5. Trusting God (Matthew 6:19-34)

Jesus warns against worry and misplaced priorities.

Application:
o Focus on eternal values over material
things.

e Bring worries to God in prayer.
e Trust God’s provision.

6. Relationships and Obedience (Matthew 7:1—
27)
Jesus teaches about judgment, persistence in
prayer, and building life on His words.
Application:
o Treat others with grace and fairness.
e Ask, seek, and knock in prayer.
o Put Jesus’ teachings into action daily.

Discussion Questions
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1. Which teaching from the Sermon on the
Mount challenges you most? Why?

2. How can we be “salt and light” in our
community this week?

3. What does it mean to seek first God’s
kingdom in practical terms?

4. How can we guard against practicing faith
for recognition?

5. What is one area where you need to move
from hearing Jesus’ words to doing them?

Weekly Practice
Choose one teaching from the Sermon on the
Mount to focus on this week:

e Show intentional kindness to someone

difficult.

e Pray daily using Matthew 6:9—13.

e Release a worry to God in prayer.

e Reconcile with someone if needed.

e Perform a quiet act of service.
Write down what you chose and how you will
practice it.

Reflection Question for the Week
Am | building my life on Jesus’ words—or merely
listening to them?

Closing Prayer (Spoken Together)
Gracious God,

We thank You for the truth that calls us deeper
and the grace that keeps us humble.
Teach us to discern without judging,

to see clearly without standing above others.
Before we speak correction,
help us to examine our own hearts.
Before we confront, teach us to listen.

May our words seek restoration, not harm;
understanding, not distance; and love, not control.
We offer this prayer together, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.



NOTES:
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Sunday, March 15, 2026

Lesson 3 - “"Key Events In Jesus Life (Part 111)”

The Raising of Lazarus

Scripture: John 11:1-44 KJV

John 11:1-44 KJV

INow a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of
Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha.

2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with
ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose
brother Lazarus was sick.)3 Therefore his sisters
sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou
lovest is sick.4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This
sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God,
that the Son of God might be glorified
thereby.5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister,
and Lazarus.6 When he had heard therefore that he
was sick, he abode two days still in the same place
where he was.7 Then after that saith he to his
disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. ............21
Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst
been here, my brother had not died.22 But I know,
that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God
will give it thee.23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother
shall rise again. .....................34 And said, Where
have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come
and see.35 Jesus wept. cee e eee .. 39 Jesus
said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of
him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time
he stinketh: for he hath been dead four
days.40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee,
that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the
glory of God?41 Then they took away the stone from
the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted
up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou
hast heard me.42 And I knew that thou hearest me
always: but because of the people which stand by 1
said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.
43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a
loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.44 And he that was
dead came forth, bound hand and foot with
graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a
napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let
him go.
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Devotional Reading: Isaiah 25:7-9 KJV

7 And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the
covering cast over all people, and the vail that is
spread over all nations.

8 He will swallow up death in victory, and the
Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces;,
and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from
off all the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it.

9 And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God;
we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is
the Lord; we have waited for him, we will be glad
and rejoice in his salvation.

Lesson Focus: The Raising of Lazarus — Power
Over the Grave

Lesson Aims:

¢ To analyze why Jesus’ "delay" was
an act of sovereign love.

e To understand the cultural
significance of the "four days" in the
tomb.

e To apply the comfort of Jesus’ dual
nature—His shared human grief
and His divine authority—to our
personal trials.

Ponder This

If Jesus already knew He was going to raise
Lazarus, why was He "deeply moved in spirit and
troubled" (John 11:33)? Does God care more
about the outcome of our pain or

our experience of it?

Lesson Overview: The Climax of the Signs

The Gospel of John is structured around seven
"signs"—miracles that point to Jesus' identity
(***view chart at end of lesson). The raising of
Lazarus is the seventh and most dramatic sign,
positioned as the catalyst for the Passion Week



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011&version=NRSVUE

(John 11:53). It serves as a living parable of what
God was about to do through Jesus’ own death
and resurrection. This lesson explores the tension
between human urgency and divine timing.

Key Point 1: The Sovereignty of "Slow" Love (vv.
1-6)

e The Request: Mary and Martha send word:
"Lord, he whom you love isill" (v. 3). Note
they do not command Jesus to come; they
appeal to His love.

e The Paradox of Delay: Scripture explicitly
states that because Jesus loved them, He
stayed two days longer where He was (v. 5-
6). In our logic, love rushes in. In God’s
logic, love waits to reveal a greater glory.

¢ Context: Jesus was in Perea, about a day's
journey from Bethany. By the time the
messenger reached Him, Lazarus was likely
already dead (John 11:17). Jesus’ delay
wasn't about "getting there in time" to stop
death; it was about arriving at the perfect
time to defeat it.

Key Point 2: The "Four-Day" Limit (vv. 17-39)

e The Cultural Barrier: Why four days?
Common Jewish belief at the time held
that the soul hovered near the body for
three days, hoping for resuscitation. By the
fourth day, the soul was believed to have
departed, and decomposition (the "stench"
Martha warns of in v. 39) made the death
irrevocable.

¢ The Theological Statement: By waiting
until the fourth day, Jesus removed all
doubt. This wasn't a "near-death
experience" or a medical anomaly. It was a
creative act of God.

¢ Martha’s Theology: Martha moves from an
abstract, future hope ("l know he will rise
in the resurrection at the last day") to a
present-tense reality when Jesus
declares: "I AM the resurrection and the
life" (v. 25).

Key Point 3: The Humanity and Hostility (vv. 33-
38)
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"Jesus Wept": Even though the miracle was
minutes away, Jesus entered into the
sisters' grief. The Greek word for "deeply
moved" (embrimaomai) also carries a
sense of "snorting with anger." Jesus wasn't
just sad; He was outraged at the
"unnaturalness" of death—the enemy He
came to destroy.

o Practical Context: Jesus’ tears
validate our own. Faith in the
resurrection does not mean we do
not mourn; it means we do not
mourn "as those who have no
hope" (1 Thessalonians 4:13).

Key Point 4: The Voice That Wakes the Dead (vv.

40-44)

The Prayer: Jesus prays aloud so the crowd
will know His power comes from the
Father. It is an act of public witness (v. 42).
The Command: "Lazarus, come out!"
Biblical scholars often joke that if Jesus
hadn't specified Lazarus' name, the entire
graveyard would have walked out. His word
has absolute authority over the grave.

The Aftermath: Lazarus comes out bound
in graveclothes. Jesus’ final command is for
the community to participate: "Unbind
him, and let him go." God does the miracle;
we are called to help each other walk in
newness of life.

Discussion Questions
1. Contextual Reflection: Martha and Mary

both say, "Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died" (vv. 21, 32).
Why do we find it easier to believe in
God's past power or future promises than
His present presence in our crisis?

The Delay: Think of a time you felt God was
"late." Looking back, can you see how that
delay allowed for a "greater glory" or a
deeper faith?

Human Participation: Why did Jesus ask
the people to "take away the stone" and
"unbind" Lazarus? Why didn't He just do it
all by His power? What "stones" do we
need to roll away for others today?



Weekly Practice: "Unbinding the Graveclothes"

Is there a person in your life who has recently
experienced a "resurrection" (a new start, a return
to faith, or recovery)? This week, find a way to
"unbind" them—offer practical support, a listening
ear, or a word of encouragement to help them
transition from the "tomb" of their past into their
new life.

Reflection Question for the Week

Am | living with a "four-day" limit on my faith—
believing some situations are too "dead" or too
"stinky" for Jesus to fix—or do | trust the One who
is the Resurrection and the Life?

Closing Prayer (Spoken Together)
"Lord Jesus,
You are the Resurrection and the Life. Thank You
for not being distant from our tears, and for being
the final authority over our graves. When Your
timing feels slow, remind us of Your sovereign love.
Give us the courage to roll away the stones of
doubt and the joy to see Your glory revealed in our
darkest places. Amen."

***CoMPREHENSIVE CHART OF THE SEVEN SIGNS OF
JOHN’S GOSPEL
John’s Gospel, often called the "Book of Signs"
(John 1-12), reveals Jesus' divine nature.

***COMPREHENSIVE CHART OF THE SEVEN SIGNS OF JOHN'S GOSPEL
John’s Gospel, often called the "Book of Signs" (John 1-12), reveals Jesus' divine nature.

# The Miraculous Seripture Significance: What it Reveals
Sign Reference
1 Water into Wine John 2:1-11 Lord over Nature: Jesus transforms the ordinary into the
extraordinary, bringing joy and new life.
2  Healing the John 4:46-54 Lord over Distance: His power is not limited by space; His
Official's Son word alone is enough to bring healing.
3 Healing the John 5:1-15 Lord over Time: He restores what has been lost for
Paralytic decades, showing authority over physical and spiritual
infirmity.
4  Feeding the John 6:1-14 The Bread of Life: Jesus is the provider who sustains
5,000 spiritual and physical needs abundantly.
5 Walking on John 6:16-21 Lord over Fear: He is present in the storms of life,
Water demonstrating His sovereignty over chaos.
6 Healing the Blind lJohn9:1-12 The Light of the World: He gives both physical sight and
Man spiritual vision to those walking in darkness.
7 Raising of John 11:1-44 The Resurrection and the Life: The ultimate sign proving

Lazarus His authority over the grave.
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Purpose of the Signs

» The Apostle John concludes his list by
stating: "These are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have
life in His name" (John 20:31).

» Each signis a "pointer" meant to move the
observer beyond the miracle to the Divine
Person who performed it.


https://onmissionmedia.com/the-seven-signs-of-john/
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m Sunday, March 22, 2026

Lesson 4 — “"Key Events In Jesus Life (Past 1v)”
Feeding of 5000

Scripture: Mark 6:34-44

Mark 6:34-44

34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people,
and was moved with compassion toward them,
because they were as sheep not having a shepherd:
and he began to teach them many things.35 And
when the day was now far spent, his disciples came
unto him, and said, This is a desert place, and now
the time is far passed:36 Send them away, that they
may go into the country round about, and into the
villages, and buy themselves bread: for they have
nothing to eat.37 He answered and said unto them,
Give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall we
go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and
give them to eat?38 He saith unto them, How many
loaves have ye? go and see. And when they knew,
they say, Five, and two fishes.39 And he commanded
them to make all sit down by companies upon the
green grass.40 And they sat down in ranks, by
hundreds, and by fifties.41 And when he had taken
the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to
heaven, and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave
them to his disciples to set before them; and the two
fishes divided he among them all.42 And they did all
eat, and were filled.43 And they took up twelve
baskets full of the fragments, and of the
fishes.44 And they that did eat of the loaves were
about five thousand men.

Devotional Reading

“They need not go away, you give them something
to eat.” (Matthew 14:16)

Lesson Focus: “FEEDING OF 5000 — Compassion
That Feeds: Trusting Jesus to Multiply What We
Offer”

Lesson Aims
By the end of this lesson, participants will:
e Understand the miracle as a teaching
moment, not just a display of power

e Recognize Jesus’ call to compassionate
responsibility, not convenient dismissal

e Reflect on how God uses limited resources
when they are offered in trust

e Identify practical ways to respond to needs
rather than pass them along

Ponder this — We often pray for God to meet
needs—while hoping He won’t involve us too
deeply. Yet Jesus looks at hungry people and turns
first to His disciples, not to the sky.

Lesson Overview: Matthew 14:15-21; Mark 6:34—
44; Luke 9:12-17; John 6:5-13

This miracle occurs after intense ministry and
personal loss. Jesus has just heard of John the
Baptist’s death and withdraws to rest—but the
crowds follow. Rather than sending them away,
Jesus responds with compassion, teaching them,
healing them, and ultimately feeding them.

This is the only miracle recorded in all four
Gospels, signaling its deep importance—not just
as a supernatural event, but as a window into
Jesus’ way of seeing people, resources, and
responsibility.

Key Points

Feeding of the 5,000 (Matthew 14:15-21; Mark
6:34-44; Luke 9:12-17; John 6:5-13) — From five
small loaves and two fish, Jesus created enough
food to feed many more than 5,000 people. The
Gospels tell us there were 5,000 men present, but
Matthew adds that there were women and
children there besides. Estimates of the crowd are
as high as 20,000. But our God is a God of
abundant provision, and little is much in the hands
of the Lord.



A poignant lesson is learned by seeing that, before
He multiplied the loaves and fishes, Jesus
commanded the multitude to sit down. This is a
beautiful picture of the power of God to
accomplish what we cannot, while we rest in Him.
There was nothing the people could do to feed
themselves; only He could do that. They had only a
pittance, but in God’s hands it became a feast that
was not only sufficient—it was bountiful.
Across all four Gospels, several key themes
emerge:
¢ Compassion before convenience — Jesus is
moved by the crowd’s need, not annoyed
by the interruption (Mark 6:34).
¢ Human limitation acknowledged — The
disciples accurately assess the problem:
not enough food, not enough money, not
enough energy.
¢ Divine invitation — Jesus does not deny the
shortage, but He also does not accept
dismissal as the solution.
¢ Participation required — The miracle
happens through the disciples’ hands, not
apart from them.
¢ Abundance revealed — What begins as
scarcity ends in overflow.

Consider: Jesus does not create food out of
nothing—He multiplies what is offered.

Discussion Questions (Practical Application)
1. “Send them away” felt reasonable.

e Why does Jesus refuse that option?

e What modern versions of “sending
them away” do we rely on today?

e Why do you think Jesus says, “You
give them something to eat”?

e What responsibility is He placing on
the disciples—and on us?

2. Philip calculates the cost. Andrew notices
a boy with food.

e Which response do you tend
toward when faced with need:
analysis or availability?

3. The offering was small and imperfect.

e What keeps us from offering what
we have because it feels
insufficient?

4. Jesus gives thanks before the
multiplication.

e What does gratitude look like when
resources feel scarce?

5. The disciples distribute the food.

e Why do you think Jesus involves
them instead of doing it all Himself?

e What “leftovers” have you seen
when obedience came before
certainty?

Key Takeaways

e Compassion is not just feeling—it moves
toward responsibility

¢ Jesus does not shame limitation, but He
does challenge disengagement

¢ God often works through what we’re
willing to place in His hands

¢ Obedience precedes abundance, not the
other way around

Weekly Practice: “Bring what you have!”

This week, notice one need you would normally
pass along or ignore—because it feels too big,
inconvenient, or “not your responsibility.”

Then:
1. Pause before dismissing it.
Silently pray: “Jesus, this is what | have.”
2. Offer one small, concrete response using
what’s already in your hands:
o A conversation instead of avoidance
o A meal, a check-in text, or shared
time
o A prayer offered directly to
someone
o Aresource, skill, or connection you
already possess
3. Release the outcome to God.
Don’t aim to fix everything—aim to be
faithful.
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Reflection Question for the Week:
What changed when | stopped waiting for more
and started offering what | already had?

Closing Prayer (Spoken Together)
Gracious God,
You see the crowds and You see us.
You know our weariness, our limits, and our
hesitation.
Forgive us for the times we send needs away,
instead of bringing them to You.
Teach us to offer what we have,
even when it feels small.
Shape our compassion into action
and our trust into obedience.
Take what we place in Your hands
and use it beyond what we can imagine—for Your
glory.
In the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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Sunday, March 29, 2026

Lesson 5 — Key Events In Jesus Life (Part v)”

The Last Supper

Lesson Scripture: John 13:1-17, 34-35 KJV

John 13: 1-17, 34-35

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,2 On the first
day of the first month shalt thou set up the 1Now before
the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour
was come that he should depart out of this world unto the
Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he
loved them unto the end.2 And supper being ended, the
devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot,
Simon's son, to betray him;

3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into
his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to
God;4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his
garments; and took a towel, and girded himself.5 After
that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash
the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel
wherewith he was girded.6 Then cometh he to Simon
Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my
feet?7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What | do
thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know
hereafter.8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash
my feet. Jesus answered him, If | wash thee not, thou
hast no part with me.9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lorad,
not my feet only, but also my hands and my
head.10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth
not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye
are clean, but not all.11 For he knew who should betray
him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean.12 So after
he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments,
and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye
what | have done to you?

13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so |
am.14 If | then, your Lord and Master, have washed your
feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.

15 For | have given you an example, that ye should do
as | have done to you.16 Verily, verily, | say unto you,
The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is
sent greater than he that sent him.17 If ye know these
things, happy are ye if ye do them.

34 A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love
one another; as have loved you, that ye also love one
another.35 By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another.

Devotional Reading
“Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved
them to the end.” (John 13:1)
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Lesson Focus - “Love at the Table: Following
Jesus When It Costs”

Background Scriptures: Matthew 26:1-30; Mark
14:12-26; Luke 22:7-38; John 13:1-38

Lesson Aims
By the end of this lesson, participants will:
e Recognize Jesus’ final teachings as lived
examples, not abstract ideas
e Reflect on how love, humility, and sacrifice
shape everyday discipleship
e Examine personal responses to betrayal,
fear, and broken community
e Identify concrete ways to follow Jesus’
example in ordinary relationships

Ponder This — Jesus shares the table with people
who will fail Him—and calls them friends anyway.

If you knew tonight would be your last chance to
teach the people closest to you, what would you
show them—not just tell them?

Lesson Overview

These passages take place during Jesus’ final night
before the crucifixion—at a shared meal meant to
celebrate God’s deliverance. The disciples are
focused on loyalty and self-preservation. The
disciples had been arguing about who among them
was the greatest (Luke 22:24), displaying their
distinctly ungodly perspective. Jesus quietly rose
and began to wash their feet, a task normally
performed by the lowest, most menial slave. By this
simple act, He reminded them that His followers are
those who serve one another, not those who expect
to be served.

Jesus, fully aware of betrayal, denial, and suffering,
chooses to teach not through lectures—but through
actions. He went on to explain that, unless the Lamb
of God cleanses a person’s sin, that person will



never be clean: “Unless I wash you, you have no part
with me” (John 13:8).

At this table:
o Jesus feeds those who will abandon Him
e He washes the feet of those who will argue
about status
e He offers His body and blood before any of
them understand the cost
This is discipleship shaped not by comfort, but by
love that serves.

During the Last Supper, Jesus also identifies the
traitor, Judas, who would betray Him to the
authorities and bring about His arrest. The disciples
were saddened when Jesus said that one of them
would betray Him and wondered which one it could
be. They were still confused when Jesus confirmed
that it was Judas, whom He instructed to leave and
do quickly what he had to do. Also at this supper,
Jesus instituted the New Covenant in His blood and
gave a new command that those who follow Him are
to love one another and live by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

The Last Supper reveals Christ’s servant heart,
establishes the New Covenant, and calls believers to
remembrance and faithful living. We remember
Jesus’ giving of the New Covenant each time we
enter into the Christian ordinance of communion,
celebrating Christ’s body that was broken for us and
His blood that was shed for us. Communion
continues to unite believers in remembrance of
Christ’s sacrifice and anticipation of His return.

Key Points
1. Jesus Chooses Service Over Status (John 13:1—
17)
Washing feet was the work of the lowest servant.
Jesus flips expectations: leadership in God’s
kingdom is rooted in humility.
e Practical application: Faith is not proven
by position, knowledge, or titles—but by
willingness to serve without recognition.

2. Jesus Practices Love in Imperfect Community
(John 13:18-30)

Jesus washes Judas’ feet, knowing betrayal is
imminent. Love does not wait for worthiness.
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e Practical application: We are called to love
without controlling outcomes or protecting
ourselves from disappointment.

3. Jesus Redefines Power Through Sacrifice (The
Lord’s Supper)

Bread is broken. The cup is shared. Jesus offers
Himself before anyone understands.

e Practical application: Following Jesus
means  giving of  ourselves—time,
forgiveness, attention—before assurance of
return.

4. Jesus Names Fear Without Withdrawing Love
(Luke 22:31-34; John 13:36-38)
Peter’s denial is predicted, yet Jesus still entrusts
him with leadership.
e Practical application: Failure does not
disqualify us from love or restoration—but
humility is required to return.

Discussion Questions
1. Why do you think Jesus acts more than He
explains during this final night?

2. How does lJesus’ treatment of Judas
challenge our understanding of boundaries
and love?

3. Where do you see yourself in the disciples—
confident, fearful, confused, loyal, or
hesitant?

4. What might Jesus be inviting you to lay
down—not dramatically, but faithfully?

Weekly Practice: “Pick Up the Towel”
This week, choose one intentional act of humble
service that is unlikely to be noticed or repaid.
e Examples:
¢ Do anecessary, but unseen task
e Offer kindness to someone who has
disappointed you
¢ Listen without correcting or defending
¢ Extend forgiveness, without explanation

Reflection Question for the Week
Where did serving in love stretch me—and what did
| learn about Jesus in that place?



Closing Prayer (Spoken Together)

Loving Savior,

You knelt when You could have walked away.

You served when You were misunderstood.
You loved to the end.

Teach us to follow You
not only in belief, but in action.
Give us humble hearts, faithful hands,
and love that does not withdraw
when it becomes inconvenient or costly.
Help us to carry Your example
into our homes,
our work,
and our relationships.
We pray this together, in Your holy name.
Amen.
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Sunday, April 5, 2026

Lesson 6 - "Key Events in Jesus Life (part vI)

Jesus: Crucified By Man - Resurrected By God”

Scripture: Luke 24:1-8; Acts 2:22-24, Philippians 2:5-11

Luke 24:1-8

INow upon the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the
spices which they had prepared, and certain others with
them.2 And they found the stone rolled away from the
sepulchre.3 And they entered in, and found not the body
of the Lord Jesus.4 And it came to pass, as they were
much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by
them in shining garments:

5 And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces
to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living
among the dead?6 He is not here, but is risen: remember
how he spake unto you when he was yet in
Galilee,7 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into
the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third
day rise again.

Acts 2:22-24

22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth,

a man approved of God among you by miracles and
wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of
you, as ye yourselves also know:23 Him, being delivered
by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God,

ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and
slain:24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the
pains of death: because it was not possible that he should
be holden of it.

Philippians 2:5-11

5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus:6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God:7 But made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of men:8 And being found in
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and
given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the
earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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Devotional Reading:

The cross reveals the depth of human brokenness—
betrayal, injustice, fear, and cruelty placed squarely
upon the Son of God. Yet the resurrection reveals
something greater: God’s unstoppable power, faithful
love, and final word over sin and death. Jesus was
rejected by humanity but vindicated by God. What
appeared to be defeat became victory,; what looked like
the end became the beginning of new life. Resurrection
Sunday invites us not only to celebrate what God did for
Jesus, but what God now does through Jesus in us.

Lesson Focus: The Resurrection Matters

Lesson Aims
By the end of this lesson, participants will:
1. Recognize how the resurrection confirms the
truth of Jesus’ teachings.
2. See how the cross and resurrection work
together for salvation.
3. Embrace resurrection power as a daily way
of life, not just a historical event.
4. Commit to living as witnesses of new life in
Christ.

Ponder This...
If the resurrection is true—and it is—what must

change about the way we live, love, and respond to
the world?

Lesson Overview

On Good Friday, humanity did its worst. Fear, pride,
betrayal, and violence converged at the cross. The
Son of God was rejected, mocked, and crucified. Yet
God was not absent. Silent—but faithful.

At the cross, Jesus experienced rejection by the
world He came to save. Yet even there, He lived out
His own teachings—Iloving His enemies, forgiving
freely, and entrusting Himself to the Father. The




resurrection is God’s response to that faithful
obedience.

Jesus’ crucifixion reveals the depth of human
brokenness; His resurrection reveals the greater
depth of God’s mercy and power. The resurrection
assures us that Jesus’ teachings are not merely ideals
to admire, but truth meant to be lived—through the
power of the risen Christ. Resurrection Sunday calls
us to trust God’s ability to bring life out of what
seems lost, broken, or finished.

Jesus’ crucifixion shows what humanity does when
confronted with truth, holiness, and sacrificial love.
The resurrection shows what God does when love is
faithful to the end. Resurrection Sunday is not only
about an empty tomb—it is about transformed lives.
Jesus taught His followers to love enemies, forgive
freely, trust God completely, and serve humbly. The
resurrection proves these teachings are not naive
ideals, but divine truth backed by God’s power.

Early on the first Resurrection morning, God spoke
decisively. The stone was rolled away. Death was
defeated. Love was vindicated. The resurrection is
God’s “Yes” to Jesus’ life, teachings, and sacrifice.
What was crucified by human hands was raised by
divine power. And in that victory, we are invited not
only to believe—but to live.

Resurrection Sunday reminds us that God is still in
the business of bringing life out of death—hope out
of despair, and purpose out of pain. Human systems
condemned Jesus, but God reversed the verdict. The
resurrection declares that God’s purposes cannot be
crucified, buried, or silenced. Jesus’ teachings—on
love, forgiveness, humility, obedience, and hope—
are validated by the resurrection and empowered by
it.

Because God raised Jesus, we are called to live
differently: with courage, compassion, and
resurrection hope in a broken world. As followers of
Jesus, we are invited to live not as people defined by
the cross alone, but as people transformed by the
empty tomb.

Key Points
1. Crucified by Man:
Jesus was rejected by religious leaders,
political authorities, and public opinion—

revealing humanity’s resistance to God’s
ways (Luke 23).

2. Faithful to the End:
Even on the cross, Jesus practiced what He
taught—forgiving enemies, trusting the
Father, and offering grace (Luke 23:34, 46).

3. Resurrected by God:
God overturned human judgment and

declared Jesus victorious over sin and death
(Acts 2:24).

4. Teachings Confirmed by Resurrection:
The resurrection validates Jesus’ message
about the Kingdom of God, eternal life, and
sacrificial love (1 Corinthians 15).

5. Resurrection Life Today:
Believers are called to live resurrected
lives—marked by hope, courage,
obedience, and love (Philippians 2:5-11).

Transition Statement:
If the story ended at the cross, we would have
forgiveness — but no victory. That’s why the
resurrection matters.

1. The Resurrection Confirms Jesus’

Identity
o He s truly the Son of God and
Savior.

Application: Trust His authority in
daily decisions.
2. The Resurrection Gives Hope Beyond
Death
o 1 Corinthians 15:20-22
o Death is defeated; eternal life is
promised.
Application: Live with confidence,
not fear.
3. The Resurrection Gives Power for New
Living
o Romans 6:4
o We are not just forgiven — we are
transformed.
Application: Walk in newness of
life; let old habits die.
4. The Resurrection Sends Us on Mission
o Luke 24:46-48
o Forgiven people become sent
people.



Application: Share hope through
words and actions.

Discussion Questions

1.

2.

Why is it important to understand that Jesus’
crucifixion was part of God’s plan?

How does the resurrection change how we
face fear, failure, or uncertainty?

What does it mean to “die to sin and live to
righteousness” today?

What is one habit, attitude, or relationship
that needs resurrection power?

How can we practically reflect Christ’s love
this week

Weekly Challenge - Practice Resurrection
Living:

Begin each day with a prayer of gratitude for the
cross and resurrection.

Read one Gospel passage about Jesus’ death
or resurrection.

Choose one act of forgiveness, service, or
encouragement this week.

Ask daily: Am [ living like someone who
believes Jesus is alive?

Reflection Question for the Week
Where in my life do I need to trust God to bring
resurrection out of what feels crucified or hopeless?

Closing Prayer (Spoken Together):
Risen Lord,

We thank You that what humanity meant for evil,

You redeemed for good.
Because You live, we have hope,
forgiveness, and new life.

Empower us to live as resurrection people—
loving boldly, forgiving freely, and serving

faithfully.
May our lives testify that Jesus is alive,
now and forever.
Amen.
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m Lesson 7 -

Sunday, April 12, 2026
“That Jesus Rose from the Dead Matters”

Background Scripture: Matthew 28:1-10; Luke 24:36-48; John 11:25-26, I Corinthians 15:14-22;

Romans 6:4

1 Corinthians 15:14-22 KJV

14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching
vain, and your faith is also vain.15 Yea, and we are
found false witnesses of God; because we have
testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he
raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.16 For
if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised:

17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye
are yet in your sins.18 Then they also which are
fallen asleep in Christ are perished.19 If in this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most
miserable.20 But now is Christ risen from the dead,
and become the firstfruits of them that slept.21 For
since by man came death, by man came also the
resurrection of the dead.22 For as in Adam all die,
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

Romans 6:4 KJV

4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life.

Devotional Reading
“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever

believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live.” —
John 11:25

Lesson Aims
By the end of this lesson, participants will:
1. Understand why the resurrection is essential
to Christian faith.
2. Recognize how Jesus’ resurrection brings
hope, purpose, and power for daily living.
3. Identify practical ways to live in the reality
of the risen Christ.
4. Commit to reflecting resurrection hope in
relationships and choices.

Lesson Overview
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After Jesus’ crucifixion, His followers were
discouraged and fearful. The resurrection
transformed them from frightened individuals into
bold witnesses. Historically and spiritually, the
resurrection affirms that Jesus is Lord, validates His

teachings, and demonstrates God’s power over
death.

The early church centered its message on the risen
Christ. The resurrection was not simply a past
event—it became the foundation for how believers
lived, served, and faced hardship. Today, the
resurrection still shapes how Christians understand
hope, forgiveness, and eternal life. The resurrection
of Jesus is the cornerstone of Christian faith.
Without it, the cross would be a tragic ending. With
it, the cross becomes victory. Jesus’ resurrection
confirms that sin and death do not have the final
word. It assures us that God keeps His promises and
that new life is available now and forever. The
resurrection is not only something we celebrate—it
is something we live out daily.

Ponder This

If Jesus truly rose from the dead (as He did), what
difference should that make in how we face fear,
sin, and everyday decisions?

Introduction
Many people celebrate Easter as a tradition or
holiday, but the resurrection is far more than a
yearly celebration. It is a life-changing truth.
Because Jesus rose:

e Our faith has meaning.

e Our hope is secure.

e Our lives can be transformed.
The resurrection reminds us that God can bring life
out of what seems dead—relationships, faith,
purpose, and hope. Today we will explore not only
what the resurrection means, but how it should
shape the way we live.



Key Points

1. The Resurrection Confirms Jesus’ Identity
(Matthew 28:5-6)

The resurrection proves that Jesus is who He said
He is—the Son of God and Savior.

e Practical application: Trust Jesus’
teachings and authority in daily decisions.
Seek His guidance through prayer and
Scripture.

2. The Resurrection Gives Us Hope Beyond
Death (1 Corinthians 15:20-22)

Because Jesus rose, believers have the promise of
eternal life.

e Practical application: Live with
confidence and hope rather than fear.
Encourage others with the promise of new
life in Christ.

3. The Resurrection Brings Power for New
Living (Romans 6:4)

Believers are called to walk in newness of life. The
resurrection empowers transformation.

e Practical application: Identify one habit or
attitude that needs renewal and ask God for
strength to change.

4. The Resurrection Sends Us on Mission (Luke
24:46-48)

Jesus commissioned His followers to share the
message of repentance and forgiveness.

e Practical application: Share
encouragement, testimony, or acts of
kindness that point others to Christ.

5. The Resurrection Replaces Fear with Peace
(John 20:19-21)

The risen Jesus greeted His disciples with peace
and purpose.

e Practical application: When facing
anxiety or uncertainty, remember Christ’s
victory and trust His presence.

Discussion Questions

1. Why is the resurrection essential to
Christian faith?

2. How does believing in the resurrection
affect how we handle challenges or fear?

3. What does it mean to “walk in newness of
life” today?

4. How can we share resurrection hope with
others in practical ways?

5. What area of your life needs the renewing
power of the risen Christ?
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Weekly Practice
e Begin each morning by thanking God for
new life through Christ.

o Read one resurrection account from the
Gospels during the week.

e Encourage someone who is struggling with
a message of hope.

e Choose one action each day that reflects
new life (forgiveness, kindness, patience,
service).

Reflection Question for the Week
How will I live differently this week because Jesus
is alive?

Closing Prayer (Spoken Together)
Risen Lord,
We thank You for the victory of the resurrection
and the hope it brings to our lives.
Help us to live as people who believe that You are
alive and at work today.

Give us courage to face challenges,
strength to turn from sin, and love to serve others.
Renew our hearts and minds so that we walk in
newness of life.

May our words and actions reflect the joy and hope
of the risen Christ.

In Jesus ' name we pray,

Amen.
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Sunday, April 19, 2026

Lesson 8 - Jesus Is the Answer”
What it Means for Everyday Life

Scripture: John 14:6; Matthew 11:28-30; Colossians 2:6-10; Luke 10:38—42; Philippians 4:6-7

John 14:6
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Matthew 11:28-30

28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.29 Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest unto your souls.30 For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.

Colossians 2:6-10

6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so
walk ye in him:7 Rooted and built up in him, and
stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding
therein with thanksgiving.8 Beware lest any man spoil
you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and
not after Christ.9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of
the Godhead bodily.10 And ye are complete in him,
which is the head of all principality and power:

Luke 10:38—42

38 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into
a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha
received him into her house.39 And she had a sister
called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his
word.40 But Martha was cumbered about much serving,
and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that
my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore
that she help me.41 And Jesus answered and said unto
her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about
many things:42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath
chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away
from her.

Philippians 4:6-7

6 Be careful for nothing, but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God.7 And the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.
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Devotional Reading
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and 1
will give you rest.” — Matthew 11:28

Lesson Aims
By the end of this lesson, participants will:
1. Understand what it truly means that Jesus is
the answer.
2. Identify areas of life where they need to
rely more fully on Christ.
3. Learn practical ways to apply Jesus’
teachings in daily situations.
4. Commit to trusting Jesus as the source of
wisdom, peace, and direction.

Lesson Overview
In times of confusion, stress, and uncertainty, people
often search for answers in many places—success,
relationships, possessions, or self-reliance. Yet
Scripture reminds us that Jesus Himself is the
answer to life’s deepest needs. He is the way to God,
the source of peace, the giver of purpose, and the
foundation for hope. We often hear the phrase
“Jesus is the answer,” but what does it mean in
practical terms?
Does it mean:
e Turning to Him in prayer before making
decisions?
e Trusting Him in difficult circumstances?
o Following His teachings in relationships and
daily choices?

When we say “Jesus is the answer,” we are not
speaking in clichés. We are declaring that a
relationship with Him shapes how we think, act,
decide, and live every day.

Throughout His ministry, Jesus addressed the
deepest needs of humanity: forgiveness, purpose,
truth, and hope. He offered rest to the weary, truth
to the confused, and life to the spiritually lost.




In a world filled with competing voices and
solutions, Jesus’ teachings remain clear and life-
giving. The early church proclaimed Christ as the
answer to sin, fear, and separation from God. Today,
believers are called to live in a way that
demonstrates Christ’s sufficiency in every area of
life.

Ponder This
If Jesus truly is the answer, am I turning to Him
first when I face challenges, decisions, or worries?

Lesson Explained in Detail

This lesson explores how Jesus meets our spiritual
and practical needs and how we can live in a way
that reflects trust in Him daily.

1. Jesus Is the Answer for Salvation (John 14:6)
Jesus is the way to reconciliation with God.
Practical application: Rest in the assurance of
salvation and live with gratitude and obedience.

2. Jesus Is the Answer for Burdens and Stress
(Matthew 11:28-30)

Jesus invites us to bring our worries and struggles
to Him.

Practical application: Develop a habit of prayer
when feeling overwhelmed. Replace worry with
trust.

3. Jesus Is the Answer for Guidance and
Wisdom (Colossians 2:6-8)

In Christ are wisdom and truth for life’s decisions.
Practical application: Seek Jesus through Scripture
before making major choices. Ask, “What would
honor Christ?”

4. Jesus Is the Answer for Priorities (Luke
10:38—42)

Mary chose to sit at Jesus’ feet, prioritizing His
presence over busyness.

Practical application: Make time daily for
devotion, even in a busy schedule.

5. Jesus Is the Answer for Peace (Philippians
4:6-7)

Prayer and trust in Christ bring peace beyond
understanding.

Practical application: When anxiety arises, pause
to pray and remember God’s promises.

Discussion Questions

1. What does the phrase “Jesus is the answer”
mean to you personally?

2. In what situations do people tend to look
for answers apart from Christ?

3. How can we make turning to Jesus our first
response instead of our last?

4. What daily habits help keep Christ at the
center of life?

5. How can we demonstrate to others that
Jesus truly is the answer?

Weekly Practice
e Begin each day by asking: “Lord, guide my
steps today.”

e When faced with a challenge, pause to pray
before reacting.

e Read one teaching of Jesus each day and
apply it intentionally.

e Encourage someone this week with Christ-
centered hope.

e Reflect nightly on where you saw God’s
guidance.

Reflection Question for the Week
In what area of my life do I need to trust Jesus
more fully as the answer?

Closing Prayer (Spoken Together)

Lord Jesus,
We thank You for being the answer to our deepest
needs.
Forgive us for the times we look elsewhere for
direction, peace, or hope.
Help us to trust You in every situation and to
follow Your teachings daily.
Guide our decisions, calm our fears, and
strengthen our faith.
May our lives show others that You are the way,
the truth, and the life.
We commit this week to walking closely with You.
In Your name we pray,
Amen.
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Sunday, April 26, 2026

Lesson 9 - Loving God, Loving Others

“The Heart of Gratitude”

Scripture: Psalm 116-1-7 KJV

Psalm 116:1-7

1 I love the Lord, because he hath heard my voice
and my supplications.2 Because he hath inclined his
ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as long
as I live.3 The sorrows of death compassed me, and
the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble
and sorrow.4 Then called I upon the name of
the Lord; O Lord, I beseech thee, deliver my soul.

5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yea, our God
is merciful.6 The Lord preserveth the simple: I was
brought low, and he helped me.7 Return unto thy
rest, O my soul; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully
with thee

Devotional Reading
“We love because He first loved us.” — 1 John 4:19

Lesson Aims
By the end of this lesson, participants will:
1. Understand how gratitude for God’s love
deepens our love for Him.
2. Recognize the connection between loving
God and loving others.
3. Identify practical ways to show love
through everyday actions.
4. Commit to expressing love for God through
worship, obedience, and service.

Ponder This
If I truly love God for His mercy toward me, how
should that shape the way I treat people this week?

Lesson Overview

Everyone wants to be loved and valued. Psalm 116
reminds us that God hears us, cares for us, and
responds with mercy. When we reflect on God’s
goodness, our natural response should be love and
gratitude. Psalm 116 is a psalm of thanksgiving. The
writer reflects on a time when he cried out to God in
distress and experienced God’s mercy and rescue.
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His response is love, gratitude, and renewed trust in
God. But loving God is more than words spoken in
worship—it is shown in our choices, attitudes, and
relationships. In Scripture, love for God is never
meant to remain private or emotional only—it
becomes visible in how we treat others.

This lesson explores how loving God leads us to
love others in practical ways each day. Loving God
and loving others are inseparable in the life of a
believer. Psalm 116 shows a heartfelt response to
God’s mercy and deliverance. The psalmist loves
God because God heard his cry and showed
compassion. When we recognize God’s love toward
us, gratitude naturally overflows into love for others.

Jesus taught that the greatest commandments are to
love God with all our heart and to love our neighbors
as ourselves (Matthew 22:37-39). Our love for God
is demonstrated in how we live, serve, forgive, and
care for people each day.

Jesus emphasized that loving God and loving others
form the foundation of faithful living. When we
remember what God has done for us, our hearts are
moved to love more deeply and live more
compassionately.

Key Points

1. Loving God for Hearing Our Prayers (Psalm
116:1-2)

The psalmist loves God because God listens and
responds.

Practical application: Develop a consistent prayer
life. Thank God daily for His presence and care.
2. Loving God for His Mercy and Deliverance
(Psalm 116:3-6)

God shows compassion in times of distress.
Practical application: Reflect on times God has
helped you. Let gratitude shape your attitude and
outlook.



3. Resting in God’s Care (Psalm 116:7)

The psalmist encourages his soul to rest in God’s
goodness.

Practical application: When anxious or
overwhelmed, pause to remember God’s
faithfulness and choose trust over worry.

4. Loving Others as a Response to God’s Love
(Matthew 22:37-39)

Our love for God flows into love for people.
Practical application: Show kindness, patience,
and forgiveness. Look for opportunities to serve
someone this week.

5. Love in Action (1 John 3:18)

Love is demonstrated through actions, not just
words.

Practical application: Intentionally encourage,
help, or pray for someone in need.

Discussion Questions

1. Why does the psalmist say he loves the
Lord in Psalm 116?

2. How has God shown love or mercy to you
personally?

3. How does remembering God’s goodness
help us love others better?

4. What practical ways can we show love for
God this week?

5. Who in your life needs to experience
Christ-like love from you right now?
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Weekly Practice

o Start each day by thanking God for one
specific blessing.

e Pray for someone else daily.

e Perform one intentional act of kindness or
service each day.

e Speak encouraging words to at least one
person daily.

o Take time to rest in God’s presence and
reflect on His goodness.

Reflection Question for the Week
How will I show my love for God by the way |
love others this week?

Closing Prayer (Spoken Together)
Loving God,
We thank You for hearing our prayers and showing
us mercy.

You have been kind, patient, and faithful to us.
Help us to love You with all our hearts, souls, and
strength.

Teach us to show Your love through our words and
actions.

Give us compassionate hearts that serve, forgive,
and encourage others.

May our lives reflect gratitude for all You have
done.

We rest in Your goodness and commit to loving
You and loving others this week.

In Jesus ' name we pray,

Amen.

To be continued...



NOTES:

36




Sunday, May 3, 2026

Lesson 10 - Loving God, Loving Others
“The Path of Obedience”

Scripture: 2 John 1:6 KIJV

2 John 1:6 KJV

6 And this is love that we walk after his
commandments. This is the commandment, That, as
ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in
it.

Devotional Reading

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”
— John 14:15

Lesson Aims
By the end of this lesson, participants will:
1. Understand that love for God is shown
through obedience to His commandments.
2. Recognize how obedience to Christ leads to
loving others well.
3. Identify practical ways to “walk in love”
daily.
4. Commit to applying Jesus’ teachings in
relationships and decisions.

Ponder This

If love is defined by walking in God’s
commandments, what does my daily walk reveal
about my love for God and others?

Lesson Overview

The letter of 2 John was written to encourage
believers to remain faithful to truth and love. In a
time when false teachings were spreading, John
emphasized that genuine love is not separate from
obedience to God’s Word.

Love is often described as a feeling, but Scripture
defines love as action rooted in obedience to God.
People often talk about love, but biblical love goes
beyond words and emotions. It is seen in obedience,
faithfulness, and action. True love for God is
demonstrated by how we live, and true love for
others is expressed through how we treat them.
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2 John reminds believers that love and truth must
walk together. Loving God means following His
ways. Loving others means living out those ways
with patience, kindness, honesty, and grace. This
includes how we speak, forgive, serve, and make
decisions.

Jesus taught that the greatest commandments are to
love God and love others (Matthew 22:37-39). This
passage reinforces that love is not merely spoken—
it is lived. Walking in love means aligning our
actions with God’s commands and allowing His
love to guide our interactions with others. When we
follow Jesus’ teachings, we show love not only to
God but also to the people around us.

Today’s lesson explores how we can walk in love in
practical, everyday ways. When we walk in
obedience, our lives become a testimony of God’s
love. 2 John 1:6 teaches that loving God means
walking according to His commandments.
» The Heart of the Verse--

John gives a simple but profound definition of love:
Love is not just a feeling—it is obedience.

Not obedience out of fear, pressure, or duty, but
obedience that flows from a heart aligned with God.

John reminds believers that this isn’t a new idea.
From the very beginning of their faith journey, they
were taught that love and obedience are inseparable.

» What It Means to “Walk After His
Commandments”
To walk in Scripture means to live, practice, and
continue in something.
So, John is saying:
e Love is shown in how we live daily.
e Love is demonstrated through choices,
habits, and actions.
e Love is not proven by words alone but by a
lifestyle shaped by God’s will.



This echoes Jesus’ own teaching: “If ye love me,
keep my commandments.”

» Why Love and Obedience Go Together
John isn’t promoting cold rule-keeping. He’s
teaching that:

e (Obedience is the natural fruit of love.

e  When we love God, His commands are not

burdensome.

e Love transforms commandments from

restrictions into invitations.

Think of it like a relationship: When you love
someone, you naturally want to honor them, listen
to them, and act in ways that strengthen the
relationship.

» “As Ye Have Heard From the Beginning”
John is calling the church back to the basics:

e Love God

e Love one another

e Live in the truth

e Follow Christ’s teachings

Sometimes spiritual maturity isn’t about learning
something new—it’s about returning to what we
already know and living it more deeply.

Key Points

1. Love Is Obedience to God (2 John 1:6)

Love for God is expressed through living according
to His commands.

Practical application: Examine daily choices. Ask,
“Does this reflect obedience to Christ?”

2. Love Is Consistent Daily Living (Walk in It)
Walking implies an ongoing lifestyle, not
occasional acts.

Practical application: Develop daily habits of
prayer, Scripture reading, and kindness that reflect
God’s love.

3. Love Reflects Jesus’ Teachings (John 13:34—
35)

Jesus commanded His followers to love one
another as He loved them.

Practical application: Show patience, forgiveness,
and compassion in relationships.

4. Love Requires Truth and Integrity

Biblical love includes honesty and faithfulness.
Practical application: Speak truth with kindness.
Avoid gossip, harshness, or dishonesty.
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5. Love Builds Strong Relationships

When we walk in love, unity and peace grow
within families, churches, and communities.
Practical application: Seek reconciliation where
needed. Be intentional about encouraging others.

Discussion Questions

1. According to 2 John 1:6, how is love
defined?

2. Why is obedience an important part of
loving God?

3. What challenges make it difficult to love
others consistently?

4. What is one practical way you can show
Christ-like love this week?

Weekly Practice

e Begin each day by asking God to help you
walk in love.

e Choose one command of Jesus
(forgiveness, kindness, humility) and
practice it intentionally.

o Encourage or serve at least one person each
day.

o Reflect each evening: Did my actions today
show love and obedience?

e Pray for someone who may be difficult to
love.

Reflection Question for the Week
What is one area of my life where I need to better
align my actions with God’s command to love?

Closing Prayer (Spoken Together)
Heavenly Father,
Thank You for showing us what true love looks like
through Jesus Christ.
Help us to walk in obedience to Your
commandments each day.
Teach us to love not only with words, but with
actions and truth.
Give us patience, compassion, and humility in our
relationships.
May our lives reflect Your love in everything we
do.
Strengthen us to walk in love this week and always.
In Jesus’ name we pray,
Amen.

To be continued...
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Sunday, May 10, 2026

Lesson 11 - Loving God, Loving Others

"Whole Being Devotion”
Scripture: Mark 12:38-34 KJV (Key verse 30-31

Mark 12:28-34 KJV (Key Verses 30-31)

28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them
reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered
them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of
all?29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the
commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is
one Lord:30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,
and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.
31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other
commandment greater than these.32 And the scribe said
unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there
is one God; and there is none other but he:33 And to love
him with all the heart, and with all the understanding,
and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to
love his neighbor as himself, is more than all whole burnt
offerings and sacrifices.34 And when Jesus saw that he
answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far
from the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst
ask him any question.

Devotional Reading
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God.”
— 1 John 4:7

Lesson Aims
By the end of this lesson, participants will:
1. Understand Jesus’ teaching on the greatest
commandments.
2. Recognize the connection between loving
God and loving others.
3. Identify practical ways to love God with all
aspects of life.
4. Commit to showing Christ-like love in
daily relationships.

Ponder This

If loving God and loving others are the greatest
commandments, how should they shape my
priorities, words, and actions this week?

Lesson Overview

In Mark 12, a scribe asked Jesus which
commandment was the greatest. Jesus responded by
quoting the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-5) and
adding the command to love one’s neighbor
(Leviticus 19:18). Jesus emphasized that loving God
wholeheartedly and loving others sincerely fulfills
God’s intent for His people. These two commands
summarize the entire law and shape how believers
live each day. The scribe agreed, recognizing that
such love is more important than rituals or
sacrifices. Jesus affirmed that understanding and
living out these commands brings one closer to
God’s kingdom.

Loving God is not limited to worship services or
words spoken in prayer. It is shown through our
priorities, obedience, and trust. Loving others is
demonstrated through kindness, forgiveness, and
service. When these two commands guide our lives,
our faith becomes visible and active. Today, these
same commands remain central to Christian living.
These commands are simple to understand but
require intentional effort to live out. Loving God
involves devotion, trust, and obedience. Loving
others involves patience, forgiveness, and
compassion.

This lesson focuses on how we can apply Jesus’
teaching in practical, everyday ways.

Key Points
1. Loving God with All Your Heart
This means giving God first place in our affections
and priorities.
e Practical application: Spend daily time in
prayer and gratitude. Evaluate what holds
the most importance in your life.

2. Loving God with All Your Soul, Mind, and
Strength
Love for God involves our thoughts, decisions,
energy, and actions.
e Practical application:
e Mind: Meditate on Scripture.



o Strength: Serve others willingly.
e Soul: Worship sincerely and trust God
deeply.
3. Loving Your Neighbor as Yourself
Jesus calls believers to treat others with the same
care and respect they desire.
e Practical application:

e Show kindness and patience.

o Offer forgiveness quickly.

o Help someone in need.

4. Love Is Greater Than Ritual Alone (v.33)
The scribe recognized that love matters more than
outward rituals.
e Practical application: Ensure that acts of
worship are accompanied by genuine love
and compassion.

5. Living Close to God’s Kingdom (v.34)
Jesus affirmed that understanding and living out
these commands brings us nearer to God’s heart.
e Practical application: Seek to align daily
choices with love for God and others.

Discussion Questions

1. Why did Jesus say these are the greatest
commandments?

2. What does it look like to love God with all
your heart, soul, mind, and strength?

3. How does loving God influence how we
treat others?

4. What makes loving others challenging at
times?

5. What is one practical way you can show
love this week?

Weekly Practice
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e Begin each day by dedicating your thoughts
and actions to God.

o Read a short Scripture passage daily and
apply one teaching.

e Perform one intentional act of kindness

each day.

e Reach out to someone who may need
encouragement.

o Reflect nightly on how you showed love to
God and others.

Reflection Question for the Week
How can I intentionally show love for God by the
way I treat others this week?

Closing Prayer (Spoken Together)
Heavenly Father,
We thank You for teaching us to love You with all
our heart, soul, mind, and strength.
Help us to place You first in our lives and to trust
You completely.
Teach us to love others with patience, kindness,
and compassion.
Guide our words, thoughts, and actions so that they
reflect Your love.
Strengthen us to live out these commandments
each day.
May our lives bring honor to You and
encouragement to others.
In Jesus’ name we pray,
Amen.
To be continued...



NOTES:
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Sunday, May 17, 2026

Lesson 12 - Loving God, Loving Others

“The Source and Proof of Love”

Printed Text: 1 John 4:7-12 (KJV)

Scripture: 1 John 4:7—-12 (KJV)

7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of
God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and
knoweth God.8 He that loveth not knoweth not God;
for God is love.9 In this was manifested the love of
God toward us, because that God sent his only
begotten Son into the world, that we might live
through him.10 Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. 1 1 Beloved, if God so loved
us, we ought also to love one another.12 No man
hath seen God at any time. If we love one another,
God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.

Devotional Reading

God’s love is not abstract or distant—it is revealed
in action. The sending of Jesus is the clearest
expression of God’s heart toward humanity. Love
begins with God, flows to us through Christ, and is
completed as we extend that love to others. When we
love one another, we make the invisible God visible
to the world.

Lesson Aims
By the end of this lesson, participants will:
1. Understand that love originates with God
and defines our relationship with Him.
2. Recognize that loving others is evidence of
knowing God.
3. Commit to expressing God’s love through
tangible actions in daily life.

Ponder This
If God’s love is proven by action, how is His love
being proven through my life?

Lesson Overview

The Apostle John wrote to believers facing false
teachings and strained relationships within the
church. He repeatedly emphasized love as the
distinguishing mark of true faith. For John, love was

not merely emotional affection, but a reflection of
God’s very nature, demonstrated supremely through
Jesus Christ. This passage connects belief, love, and
obedience into one inseparable reality.

Scripture Focus: 1 John 4:7-12 (KJV)

This passage is one of the most profound definitions
of love in the entire Bible. It moves us away from
love as a fleeting feeling and anchors it in the very
nature of God.

1. The Source: God is Love (v. 7-8)
John begins by establishing that love isn't just
something God does; it is who He is.
e The DNA of Faith: Just as a child inherits
traits from their parents, a person "born of
God" inherits the capacity to love.

e The Litmus Test: To claim to know God
while harboring hatred or indifference is a
contradiction. If we don't love, we are
essentially saying we don't know the
Author of love.

2. The Proof: Love in Action (v. 9—-10)
How do we know God loves us? He didn't just say
it; He showed it.
e The Manifestation: God sent His "only
begotten Son" into a broken world.

e Propitiation: This is a heavy word that
simply means Jesus took on the weight of
our mistakes to restore our relationship with
God.

e Initiative: Verse 10 is crucial: "not that we
loved God, but that he loved us." Real love
doesn't wait for the other person to deserve
it or start it; it takes the first step.

3. The Purpose: Love Perfected (v. 11-12)



John concludes with a "so what?"—the practical
application for our daily lives.

e The Moral Obligation: Because we have
been the recipients of such massive,
undeserved love, we are "obligated" to pass
it on to others.

e Making the Invisible Visible: Verse 12
notes that "no man hath seen God."
However, when we love one another, the
world gets a glimpse of Him. Our love for
each other acts as a mirror, reflecting the
invisible God to a world that needs to see
Him.

Many people say they love God, yet struggle to
love others—especially when relationships are
difficult. Scripture challenges us to examine
whether our faith is truly rooted in God’s love.
Today’s lesson reminds us that loving others is not
optional or secondary; it is the natural overflow of
a life transformed by God’s love through Christ.

Key Points

1. Love Comes from God (vv. 7-8)

Love is not self-generated; it flows from God. To
love others is evidence of spiritual rebirth and
relationship with Him. A lack of love signals a
disconnect from God’s nature.

2. Love Is Demonstrated Through Christ (vv. 9—
10)

God’s love is proven by sacrifice. Jesus’ death was
not a response to our goodness, but an act of grace

toward our sin. True love takes initiative and bears

cost.

3. Love Is Our Responsibility (v. 11)

Because we have received such love, we are
obligated—not forced, but compelled—to love
others. Love becomes a response of gratitude and
obedience.

4. Love Reveals God to the World (v. 12)
Though God is unseen, His presence is made
visible when believers love one another. God’s
love reaches maturity when it moves through us to
others. Our unity is the greatest "apologetic"
(proof) for the Gospel to non-believers.

Key Takeaway: We don't love others to get God's
attention, we love others because we already have
His heart.

Discussion Questions

1. Why is love a reliable indicator of whether
someone truly knows God?

2. How does Jesus’ sacrifice redefine our
understanding of love?

3. What makes loving others difficult in real-
life situations?

4. How can the church better reflect God’s
love to the world?

5. In what ways does love require action
rather than words?

Weekly Practice

e Love in Action: Intentionally serve or
encourage one person this week without
expecting anything in return.

o Heart Check: Ask God to reveal any areas
where resentment or indifference may be
blocking love.

e Daily Prayer: Begin each day asking God
to help you love others as He has loved
you.

Reflection Question for the Week
Who is God calling me to love more intentionally,
and what practical step will I take?

Closing Prayer (Spoken Together)
Gracious God,
You are love, and You have shown Your love to us
through Jesus Christ.
Thank You for loving us first.
Help us to love one another with patience,
humility, and grace.
Let Your love flow through us, so others may see
You
in our words and actions.
Teach us to love as You love.
May Your love be perfected in us today and every
day.
In the loving name of Jesus Christ, we pray, Amen.

To be continued...
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Sunday, May 24, 2026

Lesson 13 - Loving God, Loving Others

“Love’s Impact”

Scripture: Luke 6:27-36

Luke 6:27-36

27 But I say unto you which hear, Love your
enemies, do good to them which hate you,

28 Bless them that curse you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you.

29 And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek
offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy
cloak forbid not to take thy coat also.

30 Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him
that taketh away thy goods ask them not again.

31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye
also to them likewise.

32 For if ye love them which love you, what thank
have ye? for sinners also love those that love them.
33 And if ye do good to them which do good to you,
what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the
same.

34 And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to
receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to
sinners, to receive as much again.

35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend,
hoping for nothing again, and your reward shall be
great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest:
for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.

36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is
merciful.

Devotional Reading

"Lord, help us to love as You love, not only those
who love us, but even those who oppose us. Teach
us to show mercy, kindness, and forgiveness in every
situation.”

Lesson Aims
By the end of this lesson, participants will:
1. Understand the radical nature of Jesus’
command to love others, including enemies.
2. Identify practical ways to demonstrate love,
mercy, and kindness in daily life.
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3. Reflect on personal attitudes toward
forgiveness and generosity.

4. Commit to living a lifestyle that reflects
God’s love to others.

Ponder This
e How easy is it for us to love only those who
love us in return?
e What makes loving an enemy or forgiving
someone difficult?
e How can living this way impact your
relationships and your witness for Christ?

Lesson Overview

In Luke 6:27-36, Jesus teaches during the Sermon
on the *Plain. Here, He calls His followers to a
higher standard than the surrounding culture, which
often taught love only for those who reciprocate.
Jesus’ instructions are countercultural: to love
enemies, bless those who curse, and lend without
expecting return. This passage emphasizes agape
love—unconditional, selfless love that mirrors
God’s love for us.

Please Note: The Sermon on the Mount
(Matt. 5-7) and Sermon on the Plain (Luke
6:17-49) represent Jesus’ foundational
teachings on kingdom ethics, delivered in
different settings — a mountain for Jewish
Christians vs. a level place for a diverse
crowd.
e While the Beatitudes of the Sermon
on the Mount outline Jesus’ idea of a
fulfilled spiritual life in Christ, the
Beatitudes of the Sermon on the
Plain deal with how to respect
economic and social differences.
e In Matthew 5:3, the first beatitude
of the Sermon on the Mount
discusses the poor in spirit.



https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/5-3.html

o Luke 6:20 makes Jesus' message
more concrete: in a similar beatitude
in the Sermon on the Plain, Jesus
addresses His message to people
who are simply poor. The Sermon on
the Plain goes on to reference people
who are hungry, weeping and hated
for being Christians.

e The Sermon on the Mount has
nine beatitudes, the verses that
begin with Blessed are
the...(Matthew 5:3-11), while the
Sermon on the Plain has four
beatitudes (Luke 6:20-23).

e Begin by sharing a personal or historical
story of someone showing unexpected
kindness or forgiveness—perhaps a modern
example of reconciliation after conflict.

o “When was the last time you
showed love to someone who didn’t
deserve it—or someone who hurt
you?”

Transition: Jesus’ teachings here challenge us to go
beyond natural human instincts and respond with
the love of God.

Key Points
1. Loving Unconditionally (Luke 6:27-31)

e Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you.

e Bless those who curse you; pray for those
who mistreat you.

e “Do to others as you would have them do to
you” (Golden Rule)

o Practical application:

= Show kindness to
coworkers, neighbors, or
family members even if they
have wronged you.

= Pray for people who oppose
or frustrate you.

2. Loving Beyond Expectations (Luke 6:32-34)

o Love that is conditional is common; Jesus
calls for love beyond merit.

o Even sinners love those who love them—
but God calls His followers to a higher
standard.

o Practical application:

= Seek opportunities to bless
those who cannot repay you.
= Volunteer, give, or help
someone without expecting
recognition.
3. Showing Mercy (Luke 6:35-36)
e Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
e God’s mercy is a model for our daily
interactions.
o Practical application:
= Forgive someone who has
hurt you.
= Respond with patience and
understanding in difficult
relationships.

Discussion Questions

1. What part of this passage challenges you
the most? Why?

2. Can you share an example of when you
experienced or showed unexpected love or
forgiveness?

3. How can the “Golden Rule” guide your
daily interactions at work, home, or in your
community?

4. What steps can you take this week to
practice loving those who are difficult to
love?

Weekly Practice

1. Identify one person in your life who is hard
to love. Intentionally do one kind act for
them this week.

2. Take time each day to pray for someone
who has hurt or opposed you.

3. Perform a small act of generosity without
expecting anything in return.

Reflection Question for the Week
How can my actions this week reflect the mercy
and love of God to those around me?

Closing Prayer (Spoken Together)
Lord Jesus,
Help us to love as You love.
Teach us to bless, forgive, and show mercy
even to those who do not deserve it.
Transform our hearts
so that our lives reflect Your love,
grace, and compassion.
Amen.
To be continued...
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May 31, 2026

Lesson 14 - Loving God, Loving Others

“Sacrificial Friendship”

Scripture: John 15:9-17

John 15:9-17

9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you:
continue ye in my love.l0Ilf ye keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in my love, even as |
have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in
his love.11 These things have I spoken unto you, that
my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might
be full 12 This is my commandment, That ye love
one another, as I have loved you.13 Greater love
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends.14 Ye are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever [ command you.15 Henceforth I call you
not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his
lord doeth: but I have called you friends,; for all
things that I have heard of my Father I have made
known unto you.16 Ye have not chosen me, but I
have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should
go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father
in my name, he may give it you.17 These things [
command you, that ye love one another.

Devotional Inspiration

Take a quiet moment to reflect on this truth: Jesus
does not merely command love—He models it. He
invites us into the same love He shares with the
Father, and then calls us to extend that love outward
to others. Our spiritual maturity is revealed not by
what we know, but by how we love.

Lesson Aims
By the end of this lesson, participants will:

¢ Understand Jesus’ command to remain in
His love and to love others as He has loved
us.

o Recognize that Christian love is active,
sacrificial, and relational.

e Apply Jesus’ teachings in practical, everyday
ways—at home, at work, and in the
community.

Ponder This

e What would change in your life if you truly
believed Jesus loves you the same way the
Father loves Him?

e How would your relationships look different
if you loved others the way Jesus loves you?

Lesson Overview

John 15 is part of Jesus’ farewell discourse—His
final teachings before the crucifixion. He prepares
His disciples for life without His physical presence.
In this passage:

¢ Jesus identifies Himself as the True Vine,
and believers as branches.

o He emphasizes abiding—remaining
connected to Him as the source of spiritual
life.

e He defines the standard of love: “As the
Father has loved Me, so have I loved you.”

e He elevates His disciples from servants to
friends, revealing the depth of His
relationship with them.

¢ He commands them to love one another, not
as a suggestion but as the defining mark of
discipleship.

This is not abstract theology. It is a blueprint for
Christian living. Love is one of the most familiar
words in Christianity, yet one of the hardest to
practice consistently. Jesus does not leave love
undefined or vague. He gives it shape, depth, and
direction.

In John 15:9-17, Jesus teaches that:

o Love is received before it is given.

e Love is demonstrated through obedience.

o Love is sacrificial, not sentimental.

e Love is the evidence of true discipleship.

e Love is the fruit of abiding in Christ.

This lesson invites us to move from understanding
love to living it.

Key Points

1. Abide in My Love (vv. 9-10)

Jesus roots everything in His relationship with the
Father. Just as the Father loves Him, He loves us—
with perfect, unwavering, purposeful love.



To abide means to remain, stay connected, dwell, or
continue. We abide in His love by:

e Staying close to Him through prayer and

Scripture

e Obeying His teachings

o Trusting His heart even when life is difficult
Abiding is not passive—it is a daily choice.
2. Joy Made Full (v. 11)
Jesus links obedience and love to joy. Not fleeting
happiness, but deep, sustaining joy that comes from
living in alignment with God’s heart.
Joy is not the absence of problems; it is the presence
of Christ.
3. Love One Another as I Have Loved You (vv.
12-13)
This is the heart of the passage.
Jesus sets the standard: “As I have loved you.”
How did He love?

o Patiently

e Sacrificially

e Truthfully

e Consistently

e Without favoritism

o With forgiveness

e With compassion
The ultimate expression: “Greater love has no one
than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”
This is not only about dying for someone—it is about
living for them.
4. Friends, Not Servants (vv. 14-15)
Jesus elevates the relationship.
Servants obey commands without understanding.
Friends share in the heart, mission, and knowledge of
their master.
Jesus reveals:

o His plans

o His purposes

o His Father’s will
He invites us into partnership, not mere rule-
following.
5. Chosen and Appointed (v. 16)
Jesus reminds His disciples:

¢ You did not choose Me

e I chose you

¢ I appointed you to bear lasting fruit
Our calling is intentional. Our fruitfulness is
expected. Our love is the evidence.
6. The Command Repeated (v. 17)
Jesus ends where He began: “Love one another.”

Repetition signals importance. Love is not optional—
it is the Christian identity.

Discussion Questions

1. What does “abiding in Christ’s love” look
like in your daily life?

2. Why do you think Jesus connects obedience
with love?

3. How does Jesus’ definition of love challenge
your natural tendencies?

4. What relationships in your life need more
Christlike love?

5. How can our church community better reflect
Jesus’ command to love one another?

Weekly Practice
Choose one of the following to practice this week:
e Intentional Encouragement: Speak a word
of encouragement to someone who needs it.
e Acts of Service: Do something sacrificial for
a family member, coworker, or neighbor.
e Forgiveness: Take one step toward forgiving
someone who has hurt you.
o Presence: Spend uninterrupted time with
someone who feels overlooked.
o Prayer: Pray daily for someone who is
difficult for you to love.
Let this be a week of practicing love, not just
thinking about it.

Reflection Question for the Week
Where is Jesus inviting me to love more deeply, more
sacrificially, or more consistently?

Closing Prayer (Spoken Together)
Lord Jesus, Thank You for loving us with the same
love the Father has for You.
Teach us to abide in that love daily. Help us to obey
Your commands with willing hearts.
Fill us with Your joy, and shape us into people who
love others as You have loved us.
Make our lives fruitful and our relationships
reflections of Your grace.
Strengthen us to love boldly, sacrificially, and
consistently.
In Your name we pray. Amen.
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Resource

The GotQuestions.org Bible Studies are created for individual and group study on a particular topic
related to the Bible, theology, and/or the Christian life. In these free Bible studies, you will find
GotQuestions.org content, Bible search questions to dig deeper, and heartfelt questions meant to spark
reflection and discussion. Whether you are a new or seasoned believer, using these Bible studies for
personal study or as a small group/Sunday School resource, we hope you will increase in your
understanding of what it means to be a follower of Christ and that you will seek Him more passionately.

https://www.gotquestions.org/free-Bible-study.html
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